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neglecting or refusing to take the Oath required by the
said Statute passed in the first Year of the Reign of Queen
Elizabeth.

VIII. And be it further enacted by the Authority afore-
said, That all his Majesty’s Canadian Subjects within the
Province of Quebec, the religious Orders and Communities
only excepted, may also hold and enjoy their Property and
Possessions, together with all Customs and Usages relative
thereto, and all other their Civil Rights, in as large, ample,
and beneficial Manner, as if the said Proclamation, Com-
missions, Ordinances, and other Acts and Instruments, had
not been made, and as may consist with their Alle-
giance to his Majesty, and Subjection to the Crown and
Parliament.of Great Britain; and that in all Matters of
Controversy, relative to Property and Civil Rights, Resort
shall be had to the Laws of (Canada, as the Rule for the
Decision of the same; and all Causes that shall hereafter
be instituted in any of the Courts of Justice, to be appointed
within and for the said Province by his Majesty, his Heirs
and Successors, shall, with respect to such Property and
Rights, be determined agreeably to the said Laws and Cus-
toms of Canada, until they shall be varied or altered by
any Ordinances that shall, from Time to Time, be passed in
the said Province by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
or Commander in Chief, for the Time being, by and with the
Advice and Consent of the Legislative Council of the same,
to be appointed in Manner herein-after mentioned.

IX. Provided always, That nothing in this Act contained
shall extend, or be construed to extend, to any Lands that
have been granted by his Majesty, or shall hereafter be
granted by his Majesty, his Heirs and Successors, to be
holden in free and common Soccage.

X. Provided also, That it shall and may be lawful to and
for every Person that is owner of any Lands, Goods, or
Credits, in the said Province, and that has a Right to alien-
ate the said Lands, Goods, or Credits, in his or her Life-
time, by Deed of Sale, Gift, or otherwise, to devise or
bequeath the same at his or her Death, by his or her last
Will and Testament; any Law, Usage, or Custom, hereto-



